Victor Blanco
Memorial
Scholarship Fund

From the age of 12,
Victor Blanco was a fish-
erman. In his native El
Salvador, he fished in the
waters off Nicaragua and
Costa Rica. After immi-
grating to the United States in 1993 and settling in
Providence with his wife and their daughter, he found
work on one of the biggest lobster boats in Point Judith.

In May of 2007, the boat encountered strong winds
and high waves. Victor was hit by a lobster trap and fell
overboard. Efforts to rescue the 37-year-old — and to
recover his body — were unsuccessful,

“He dedicated himself to working. Fishing was his

life...his career,” explains Alba Blanco of her late husband.

“Fishing is a very dangerous profession. We lose more
people, per capita, to fishing than any other profession,”
notes Attorney Angel Taveras who, with Attorney Thomas
Bond, represented the Blanco family in a claim against
the boat owner.

The attorneys, through their firms, Corley Taveras, LLP
and the Kaplan/Bond Group, established this scholarship
fund following an out-of-court settlement. “This recog-
nizes the uniqueness and special nature of the family,”
explains Attorney Taveras of this fund that is designated
for Latino Dollars for Scholars Foundation of Rhode
Island for scholarships.

Mrs. Blanco continues, “Because Victor didn’t have an
education himself” - his schooling ended when he was
just 14 - “education was important to him and he really
wanted our daughters to get good educations. He would
go to their schools to find out how they were doing and
would insist they do their best.”

The oldest daughter, Zuleyma, will graduate from
Central High School this year and has applied to college.
Her younger sisters, Maria and Kenia, are in the 10th
and 8th grades at Hope High School and Nathanael
Greene Middle School, respectively.

The Blanco girls have grown up knowing of the value
their father placed on their schooling. This memorial
scholarship fund will forever enable other Latino students
to learn about Victor Blanco and to continue their educa-
tions in his name.
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Anonymous (1994) (Fol)

to assist persons in need of food or
shelter, persons from other countries who
come to the U.S. for specialized medical
treatment, and/or for advanced medical
education for health professionals

Anonymous (1996) (DA)

Anonymous (1997)
to support St. Thomas Aquinas Priory at
Providence College

Anonymous (1997) (DA)
Anonymous (1998) (DA)
Anonymous (1999) (DA)
Anonymous (2000)

Anonymous (2004)
to benefit the Westerly Hospital, High
School, and Library

Anonymous (2004) (DA)
Anonymous (2005) (DA)

Anonymous (2005) (Fol)
for use by the Newport County Fund

Anonymous (2006) (DA)
Anonymous (2006) (DA)

Anonymous (20006)
for the support of the Elizabeth Buffum
Chace House, Warwick

Anonymous (2006)

for Little Compton Assistance Association
and Little Compton Citizen's Scholarship
Foundation

Emily J. Anthony Fund (1931) (Unr)
Emily J. Anthony Fund (1931)
(Fol)

to benefit the inhabitants of Richmond

and Exeter

Chad Antoch Memorial Fund
(1996) (DA)

Aptaker Family Fund (2004) (Fol)
for the health needs of low-income children
Aquidneck Island Fund (2003)
(Fol)

to benefit Aquidneck Island nonprofits and
people

Aquidneck Land Trust Merritt
Neighborhood Fund (2004)

for the Land Trust's community-based
projects

Ronald D. Araujo Memorial
Scholarship Fund (2004)

for scholarships from Tolman High School
and Johnson & Wales University

James E. Arcaro Fund (1995) (DA)
Rhea Archambault Memorial
Fund (1987) (Fol)

for awards to outstanding Providence
police officers

Archive, Document, Display and
Dissemination Fund (1986) (DA)
Artists Development Fund (1987)
(DA)

Arts in Academics Fund (2004)
(Fol)

for educational projects that integrate arts
into core academic subjects



